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A Labor Market Information Newsletter on Maine Economic Activit,r 
Message from Commissioner Malloy •.. 
THE MAINE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR NOW HAS AVAILABLE A BOOKLET CALLED CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE ESTIMATES FOR 
MAINE AND ITS SUBSTATE AREAS, 1981, 
DEVELOPED AND COMPILED BY THE DIVISION OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH, THE BOOKLET INCLUDES A WEALTH 
OF INFORMATION ON LABOR FORCE, EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT IN ALL OF MAINE'S COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS AND 
COMMUNITIES, THE REPORT CONTAINS ANNUAL AVERAGE DATA FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1981, 
SPECIAL CHARTS COMPARE UNEMPLOYMENT RATES OF MAINE COUNTIES AND LABOR MARKET AREAS AS WELL AS THE 
COMPARABLE RATES IN THE STATE'S CITIES AND TOWNS WITH A POPULATION OF 10,000 OR OVER, THE BULK OF THE 
REPORT IS A LISTING OF LABOR FORCE, EMPLOYMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATES OF MAINE'S MINOR 
CIVIL DIVISIONS GROUPED BY COUNTY, 
THE ENTIRE REPORT IS AVAILABLE FOR $2.50 PER COPY FROM THE DIVISION OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH, 
THE NOMINAL COST IS NECESSARY TO COVER THE EXPENSE OF PRINTING AND HANDLING, 
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1981 THE NATIONAL RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT WAS 7,6 PERCENT, IN THE STATE OF MAINE WE 
POSTED A RATE OF 7.2 PERCENT, THE PAST YEAR WAS THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1956 THAT THE STATE'S RATE WAS 
BELOW THE NATIONAL AVERAGE FOR THE YEAR, 
WHILE MANY AREAS OF THE STATE MAINTAINED UNEMPLOYMENT RATES WELL BELOW THE STATE AND NATIONAL AVERAGE 
FOR THE YEAR, AT THE SAME TIME MANY AREAS WERE WELL ABOVE THOSE AVERAGES, A COMPARISON OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATES CAN PROVIDE A FIRST STEP IN IDENTIFYING HEALTHY ECONOMIC AREAS OR PINPOINTING PROBLEM LOCATIONS, 
FOR EXAMPLE, CUMBERLAND COUNTY EXPERIENCED A 5, 6 PERCENT RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT IN 1981 COMPARED TO THE 
STATE RATE OF 7.2 PERCENT AND THE NATIONAL RATE OF 7,6 PERCENT, CLEARLY THIS TYPE OF INFORMATION IS OF 
INTEREST TO BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY, ECONOMISTS, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN LABOR FORCE 
ANALYSIS, 
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--- EMPLOYMENT ESTIMATES FOR MAY REFLECT THE BEGINNING OF SUMMER ACTIVITIES, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE 
EMPLOYMENT INCREASED 2,700 OVER THE APRIL LEVEL, MOST OF THIS INCREASE RESULTED FROM GAINS AT EATING 
AND DRINKING PLACES, SERVICES INCREASED 1,200, WITH GAINS AT MOTELS AND OTHER LODGING PLACES THE 
PRIMARY REASON, 
--- CONSTRUCT ION RECORDED A SEASONAL INCREASE OF 2, 500 DUR I NG MAY, HOWEVER, HIGH INTEREST RA fES CONT I NUE TO 
ADVERSELY AFFECT THIS INDUSTRY, MAY EMPLOYMENT WAS 1,900 BELOW YEAR AGO LEVELS, 
--- THE NATIONAL RECESSION HAS HAD A DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON A NUMBER OF MAINE'S MAJOR INDUSTRIES, LUMBER AND 
WOOD PRODUCTS, TEXT! LE MI LL PRODUCTS, PAPER AND ALLI ED PRODUCTS, LEATHER AND LEATHER PRODUCTS, TRADE, 
AND CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION ALL RECORDED OVER-THE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT DECLINES OF 1,000 OR MORE, 
---DESPITE THE RECESSION, THE FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND REAL ESTATE DIVISION RECORDED AN OVER-THE-YEAR GAIN 
OF 800, MOST OF THIS INCREASE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO BANKS AND INSURANCE COMPANIES, 
---AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT WAS ESTIMATED AT 15,200 DURING MAY, 
AND PEAK DURING THE FALL POTATO AND APPLE HARVESTS, 
IT WILL CONTINUE TO RISE DURING THE SUMMER 
---DURING MAY THE TYPICAL . UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE RECIPIENT WAS MALE, A PRINCIPAL WAGE EARNER, A HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATE, AND EXPERIENCING A TEMPORARY LAYOFF FROM A MANUFACTURING OR CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, 
--- DUR I NG THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1981 THERE WERE 27, 357 PRIVATE MA I NE FI RMS WI TH EMPLOYMENT COVERED UNDER 
THE MAINE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY LAW, SOME 96 PERCENT OF THESE FIRMS EMPLOYED FEWER THAN 50 WORKERS, 
HOWEVER, FIRMS EMPLOYING 50 OR MORE WORKERS ACCOUNTED FOR 56 PERCENT OF COVERED EMPLOYMENT, 
- .--THE BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF THE U,S, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE RECENTLY RELEASED PER CAPITA INCOME 
FIGURES FOR 1981. THE PER CAPITAL INCOME FOR MAINE WAS $8,655. THE COMPARABLE FIGURES FOR NEW ENGLAND 
AND THE UNITED STATES WERE $11,154 AND $10,517, RESPECTIVELY, 
Selected Employment Security Activities 3:E 
12 
UI Benefit Payments 
in Million Dollars 
(Total Includes Maine's Portion of Extended Benefits) 
1980 
Extended - - - -
(right hand scale) 
1981 1982 
4 
in Thousands 
STATEWIDE 
This Last Year 
ITEM Month Month Ago 
Total Nonfarm Wage and Salary JI . ........ 409.6 403.0 417.7 
Total Manufacturing . ................. 105.9 105.9 113. l 
Durable Goods ............... . .... 39. l 38.9 40.6 
Lumber and Wood Products .]/ ...... 11. 3 11. l 12.4 
Metals and Machinery ............. 15. 7 16.0 16.3 
Other Durable Goods .]/ ........... 12. l 11 .8 11. 9 
Nondurable Goods ... . .. . .......... 66.8 67.0 72.5 
Food and Kindred Products . . ....... 8.4 8.3 9.2 
Textile Mill Products .............. 7.2 7.4 8.7 
Apparel ...... . ................ 3.9 4.4 4.6 
Paper and Allied Products .......... 17. 3 17. 7 18.3 
Leather and Leather Products ........ 20.0 19.5 21.9 
Footwear (except Rubber) ........ (16.6) (16. 3) (18.3) 
All Other ........... . ........ (3.4) ( 3.2) (3.6) 
Other Nondurable Goods 1/ .. . ..... 10.0 9.7 9.8 
Total Nonmanufacturing ............... 303.7 297. l 304.6 
Contract Construction .. . ........... 16.3 13.8 18.2 
Transportation and Public Utilities ..... 18.5 18.1 18.6 
Wholesale and Retail Trade ...... .. ... 88.5 85.8 89.9 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate ....... 17. 7 17 .6 16.9 
Service and Other Nonmanufacturing .... 79. 1 77.9 79.2 
Government ..................... 83.6 83.9 81. 8 
Federal .......... . .... . ....... (18.2) ( 18.1) (17·. 7) 
State and Local j/ ............. . (65.4) (65.8) (64. l) 
Involved in Labor-Management Disputes ..... 0.0 0.0 0.0 
80 
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund Balance in Millions 
(End of Month} 
Federal Advance s Ou t s t anding $21,545,978 
1979 1980 1981 1982 
PORTLAND SMSA LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
95.0 94.2 91. 6 33.7 33.4 34.8 
17.4 17.3 17.7 10.8 10.8 11. 9 
7.3 7.4 7.5 2.0 2.0 2.1 
0.4 0.3 0.4 0.1 0. l 0.1 
6:6 6.7 6.4 l. 6 1.6 l. 7 
0.3 0.4 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.3 
10.1 9.9 10.2 8.8 8.8 9.8 
2.4 2.3 2.4 0.9 0.9 l. 1 
n/a n/a n/a 1. 5 1.8 2.0 
n/a n/a n/a 0.1 0.1 0.1 
n/a n/a n/a 0.6 0.6 0.6 
3.2 3.2 3.1 3.3 3.1 3.6 
n/a n/a n/a (3.0) (2.9) (3.4) 
n/a n/a n/a (0.3) (0.2) (0.2) 
4.5 4.4 4.7 2.4 2.3 2.4 
77. 6 76.9 73.9 22.9 22.6 22.9 
4.1 3.6 4.1 1. 2 1.1 1. 2 
5.8 5.8 5.6 1.2 1.2 1.2 
25.6 25.3 24.7 8.2 7.9 8.1 
8.1 8.1 7.4 l. 7 1. 7 1. 7 
21.4 21.4 20.0 7.7 7.7 7.5 
12.6 12.7 12.1 2.9 3.0 3.2 
( 1.5) (1 .4) ( 1. 4) (0.3) (0.3) (0.3) 
(11. l) (11. 3) (10. 7) (2.6) (2. 7) (2.9) 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
l / Employment figures relate to full · and part-time wage and salary workers in pay periods including the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, self-employed , and unpaid family 
workers are excluded. 2/Lumber and wood products, and furniture and fixtures are combined in the Portland series. 3 / lncludes Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes: Statewide . 25 , 32, 37, 38; Portland . 
32, 37 , 38 ; Lewiston · 25 , 32, 37. 4/lncludes SIC codes: Statewide· 27 , 28, 29 , 30, 39 ; Portland · 22, 23 , 26, 27 , 28 , 29, 30, 39 ; Lewiston· 23 , 27 , 28 , 29 , 30, 39. $ /Regular teachers are included in summer 
months whether or not specifically paid in those months. n/a · data not available in sufficient detail for publication. 
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Earnings and Workweek of Production Workers 
in Manufacturing Industries 
A VERA GE WEEKLY 
EARN INGS 
This Last Year 
AREA AND INDUSTRY Month Month Ago 
STATEWIDE 
Manufacturing ............ . .. $278.50 $283.61 $263.90 
Durable Goods ............. 290.94 295. 80 276.34 
Lumber and Wood Products .. 253.92 256.36 245.21 
Metals and Machinery ....... 280.28 279. 76 265.98 
Other Durable Goods ....... 342.63 360. 39 323.40 
Nondurable Goods .......•... 271. 20 276.29 256.94 
Food and Kindred Products ... 226.70 222. 72 215.04 
Textile Mill Products ....... 212.01 206.50 213.92 
Apparel ........... .. ... 189 .86 187 .46 183.63 
Paper and Allied Products .... 436.75 459.73 406. 77 
Leather and Leather Products 205.96 200.71 190.09 
Other Nondurable Goods ..... 235 .24 233. 23 231.38 
PORTLAND SMSA 
Manufacturing ............... 273.39 265.69 248.71 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
Manufacturing ............... 229.96 215.28 215. 12 
Female Labor Force in Maine 
in Thousands 
ITEM This Last Year Month Month Ago 
Labor Force* .. . ...... 220.1 214.4 207.4 
Unemployed ......... 21. 2 18.5 15.8 
(Percent) . . . . ~ . . . .. 9.6 8.6 7.6 
Resident Employed .... 198.9 195.9 191.6 
* Preliminary estimates 
AVERAGE WEEKLY AVERAGE HOURLY ANNUAL A VERA GE 
This 
Month 
39.9 
39.8 
39.8 
39.2 
40.5 
40.0 
38. l 
38.2 
37.3 
45.4 
38.0 
38.5 
39.0 
.38.2 
HOURS EARN INGS HOURLY EARNINGS 
Last Year This Last Year 
Month Ago Month Month Ago 1981 1980 1979 
40.4 40.6 $6.98 $7.02 $6.50 $6.66 $6.00 $5.42 
40 .8 41.0 7. 31 7.25 6.74 6 .97 6.27 5.61 
39 .5 40.8 6.38 6.49 6.01 6.52 6.08 5.49 
40.9 40.3 7. 15 6.84 6.60 6.61 5.87 5.27 
42.2 42.0 8.46 8.54 7.70 7.98 7 .09 6.26 
40 .1 40.4 6.78 6.89 6. 36 6.IJ.8 5.85 5 .31 
38.6 38.4 5.95 5. 77 5.60 5.50 5.01 4.65 
38. l 41. 7 5.55 5.42 5. 13 5 .17 4.79 4.40 
36.4 37.4 5.09 5.15 4. 91 4.97 4.49 4 .15 
47.2 45.5 9.62 9.74 8.94 9.27 8.31 7.44 
37. l 37.2 5.42 5. 41 5. 11 5 .10 4. 72 4.23 
37.8 40 . l 6.11 6.17 5. 77 5.75 5.23 4.80 
38.9 38.5 7.01 6.83 6.46 6.49 5.85 5.32 
36.8 38.9 6.02 5.85 5.53 5.57 5.08 4.66 
U.S. Consumer Price Index 
BASE PERIOD 
This 
Month 
Last 
Month 
Year 
Ago 
Last 
Dec . 
(1967=100) All Items ( CP I- U) 287. 1 284.3 269.0 281.5 
Percent Change for Past Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + l. 0 
Percent Change from La~, Deccm ber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +2. 0 
Percent Change from 12 Months Ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +6 · 7 
Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment 
in Thousands 
UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT 
Percent of 
AREA I LABOR FORCE lJ RESIDENT EMPLOYED umber Labor Force 
This Last Year Thi Last Year This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
MAINE Statewide . ....... 527.5 516. 4 504.6 478.4 468.5 471.0 49. l 47.9 33.6 9.3 9.3 6 . 7 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor-Brewer LMA ...... 44,000 43,800 41,600 41 ,000 41 ,000 39,300 3,000 2,800 2,300 6.8 6.4 5. 5 
Biddeford-Sanford LMA .... 32,900 32,200 32,000 30, 100 29,300 29,800 2,800 2,900 2,200 8.5 9.0 6.9 
Lewiston-Auburn SMSA . . .. 39,200 38,900 38,400 35,200 34,900 35,900 4,000 4,000 2,500 10.2 10.3 6.5 
Portland SMSA . .. . . .... 96,700 95,600 90,700 90,400 89,500 86,000 6,300 6, 100 4,700 6.5 6.4 5.2 
OTHER LABOR MARKET 
Augusta ................. 30,380 30, 120 29, 150 27,990 27,440 27,350 2,390 2,680 1,800 7.9 8.9 6.2 
Bath-Brun~,, ick ............ 23,980 23,510 22, 140 22,480 21 ,950 21, 130 1,500 1 ,560 1,010 6.3 6.6 4.6 
Belfast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,790 10,460 10,360 9,260 8,940 9,320 1 ,530 1 ·,520 1,040 14.2 14.5 10.0 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscas et .. 8,230 7,820 7,690 7,590 7,090 7,230 640 730 460 7.8 9.3 6.0 
Calais-Eastport ............ 15,550 15,470 15, 130 13,080 12, 780 13,430 2,470 2,690 1 ,700 15.9 17 .4 11. 2 
Caribou-Presque Isle .... . . .. 20,480 20,530 19,960 18,370 18, 180 18,400 2, 110 2 ,350 1 ,560 10.3 11 .4 7.8 
entral Penobscot . ......... 3,780 3,700 3,840 3,460 3,390 3,580 320 310 260 8.5 8.4 6.8 
Dover-Foxcroft . ........... 6,910 6 ,630 6,420 6,120 6, 170 6,060 790 460 360 11.4 6.9 5.6 
Ell worth ................ 20,650 19,720 19,170 18, 740 17 ,550 17,850 1,910 2, 170 1 ,320 9.2 11 .0 6.9 
F&rmmgton .. . . . . . . . . . . . 12,590 12 ,460 12,210 11 ,270 11 ,350 11 ,250 1 ,320 1, 110 960 10.5 8.9 7.9 
rort Kent -Allaga~h . ........ 5,170 5, 110 4,560 4, 110 4,030 3,790 1 ,060 1 ,080 770 20.5 21. l 16.9 
Greenville ... ............ 1 ,460 1 ,430 1,280 1 ,280 1 ,320 1, 190 180 110 90 12.3 7. 7 7.0 
Houlton ..... . .......... . . 5,290 4,820 4,970 4,620 4,200 4,500 670 620 470 12.7 12 .9 9.5 
Lincoln -Howland .......... 5,930 5,660 5,730 5,240 5, 180 5,340 690 480 390 11.6 8.5 6.8 
Livermore Falls .. .. 6,060 5,980 5,800 5,310 5,210 5,290 750 770 510 12.4 12.9 8.8 
Madawaska -Van Buren .... . 4,570 4,550 4,320 3,890 3,870 3,900 680 680 420 14.9 14.9 9.7 
Mechanic Falls .......... 2,670 2,510 2,860 2,310 2,160 2,600 360 350 260 13. 5 13.9 9.1 
lillinocket -East 1illinocket . . 5,490 5,410 5,360 5,080 5,040 5,140 410 370 220 7.5 6.8 4.1 
Patten -Island Falls ......... 2 ,780 2,500 2,600 2,330 2,070 2,300 450 430 300 16. 2 17 . 2 11. 5 
Rockland ....... 17,330 16 ,790 16,460 15 ,540 15 ,050 15, 120 1, 790 1, 740 1,340 10.3 10 .4 8.1 
Rumford .. ........... 21 ,320 21, 110 20,540 18,940 18, 790 18,810 2,380 2 ,320 1 ,730 11.2 11 .0 8.4 
Sebago Lake Region ...... . . 11 ,220 10,670 10,570 10,180 9,650 9,820 1,040 1 ,020 750 9.3 9.6 7 .1 
ko\.\hegan ......... .. .... 20,820 20,240 20,810 17,600 17 ,200 19 ,260 3,220 3,040 1 ,550 15.5 15 .0 7.4 
K11tery- York .............. 21 ,230 19,000 20,530 20,530 18,320 19,960 700 680 570 3.3 3.6 2.8 
Southwest Penobscot ........ 8,530 8,090 7,570 7,460 7 ,220 6,890 1,070 870 680 12.5 10.8 9.0 
Waterville ... ............. 21,600 21 ,670 21 ,710 19,010 19 ,760 20,380 2,590 1 ,910 1 ,330 12.0 8.8 6.1 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut ........ .. . . 1 ,627. 2 1 ,614. 7 1 ,592. 7 1 ,522 .0 1 ,503. 9 1 ,502 .0 105.2 110.8 90.7 6.5 6.9 5.7 
Massachusetts .. ... ..... 3,003.0 2,949.0 2,882.5 2,746.0 2,714.0 2,716.2 257.0 235.0 166.3 8.6 8.0 5.8 
ew Hampshire . ... . ... . n/a 487.1 476.5 n/a 446.4 453.9 n/a 40.7 22.6 n/a 8.4 4. 8 
Rhode Island ... . ....... n/a 470.6 477 .4 n/a 423.8 444.4 n/a 46.8 33.0 n/a 9.9 6.9 
Vermont ... . ...... . ... n/a 260.8 261.1 n/a 237.4 246.2 n/a 23.4 14.9 n/a 9.0 5.7 
NEW ENGLAND ST ATES .. n/a 5,782.2 5,690.2 n/a 5,325.5 5,362.7 n/a 456.7 327.5 n/a 7.9 5.8 
UNITED ST A TES 3/ . . .... 109,914 108,814 108,586 99,957 98,858 100,855 9,957 9,957 7, 731 9.1 9.2 7 .1 
Area Definn ions Note 
t MA - Labor Market Area n/a indicates that the informauon was not a~ailable at the t1me of printing . 
SM A - Standard Metropolitan Stau, ucal rea Employment and un.:mployment may not acid to labor force due to rounding . 
f ootn ote \ 
I t t abor for ce, emplo}mcnt , and unemployment data for all area, not ea onally adjusted . Estimate made independently for each labor market area ha,e been benchmarked h> and c t,apolatcd from 
th e Current Population Survey esrimates for the state . All data adju ted to a place of residence ba\ls. Exclude members of the Armed Force\ 
2 ( urrent and last month figure, preliminary; year ago figures revised . 
auonal estimates ba\cd 0,1 a sample or hou ehold visit\ ; state estimates based on enlargements or employment figures reported . 
Mid-Month Insured Unemployment (Less Partials) 
ITEM 
umber of ontinued-Week Claimants . . . .. . .. 
Insured Unemployment Rate * . . . ..... . .... . . 
• Should not be confused with insured unempl oy ment rates as 
defined in the .mployment Sc, unty La\\, . 
STATEWIDE 
This Lat 
Month Month 
15,559 16,659 
3.9 4.3 
PORTLAND M A 
Year This Lat Year 
Ago Month Month Ago 
12 ,534 l,910 2,005 1,765 
3. 1 2.4 2.5 2.2 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA 
Thi La~t Year 
Month Month Ago 
1,477 l ,563 967 
4.5 4.8 2.9 
Selected Characteristics Of Unemployment Insurance Claimant~; 
REGULAR PROGRAM l.J 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY OCCUPATION PERCENT DISTRIBU1 'ION BY AGE 
CATEGORY This La~t Year CATEGORY This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
Professional, Technical and Managerial ........ .. . Total under 40 . . ..... . .. .. . .. . . 5 . 
Clerical and Sales .. ...... .. ..... . . . ........ . . Under 22 . . ........ .. .... .. . . 
Services ... . . . . . .......... . ... . ....... . ... . 22-24 .... . . . .. . ..... . ...... . 
Farming, Forestry, Fishi ng, and Related ... . ..... . 
Processing . .............. .... ..... . .. . .... . 
Machine Trade ...... . . ...... .. .... . ...... .. . 
Benchwork ...... .. .. . .. . .. . ...... . ... . . . . . . 
25 -34 . . . . .... ... . .. . .. . ... .. . 
35-39 .. . . .. . . .... .. . ...... . . 
Total 40 and Over. . .... . . ... .. . 
40-44 .... .. .... .. .. .... . . . . 
Structural Work . . . ...... .. . . ..... . ........ . . 45-54 . . ........ . .. .. .... . . . 
M iscellancous ..... .. ... . . .. .. . .. ... ... .. ... . 55-64 ...... . . ...... . .. . . .. . 
65 and Over 
JJ Data rerers to continued claimants who received benefits under the regular state unemploymeni insurance program. 
060 
Tbe Employment Security prognms are affiliated with U.S. Employment and Training Administration. 
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